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TAGS: MASS, TC 

SUBJ: PATROL BOATS FOR DUBAI POLICE 

REF: (A) STATE 108257, (B) 76 ABU DHABI A-72 

1 . IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS POSED PARA TWO OF REFTEL 
EMBASSY SUBMITS FOLLOWING: 

A. BOATS OF THIS CLASS AND MISSION ARE APPROPRIATE 

TO UAE. GIVEN THE SIZE AND IMPORATNACE OF THE EMIRATE OF 
DUBAI AND ITS PORT(S) AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY, DUBAI POLICE 
DO REQUIRE PATROL CRAFT FOR USE IN CONTROLLING SHIPPING, 
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS WITHIN THE EMIRATE. IN FACT DUBAI 
ALREADY HAS TWO "SWIFT" BOATS. 

B. ALTHOUGH THERE IS OFFICIAL UAE FEDERAL POLICY IIMED 
AT COORDINATING DEFENSE PROCUREMENT (REF B), THERE HAS 
BEEN NO REPEAT NO ANNOUNCEMENT CIRCULATED RESTRICTING 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SECURITY PROCUREMENT BY INDIVIDUAL 
EMIRATES OR CONFERRING SOLE RESPONSIBILITY ON FEDERAL 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MININT) IN THE PUBLIC SAFETY AREA. 
ALTHOUGH POLICE FORCES IN EMIRATES WERE SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN 
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"AMALGAMATED" UNDER MININT. THIS "UNIFICATION" IS 
ANOTHGER EXAMPLE OF FEDERALIZATION IN THEORY BUT NOT 
IN PRACTICE. IN FACT, DUBAI HAS STEADFASTLY REFUSED 
TO SUBORDINATE ITS POLICE (INCLUDING ITS SUBSTANTIAL 
POLICE AIR WING) TO FEDERAL OPERATIONAL CONTROL. 

DUBAI POLICE COOPERATE WITH FEDERAL AUTHORITIES, BUT 
THAT IS ALL. REFLECTING THESE FACTS OF LIFE, MININT 
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HANDLES POLICE PROCUREMENT ONLY FOR ALL THE SMALLER 
EMIRATES, NOT REPEAT NOT FOR ABU DHABI AND DUBAI 
WHICH DO THEIR OWN. 

2. RE POSSIBILLE ARMING THESE CRAFT, SCRUTINY OF TWO 
"SWIFT" CRAFT NOW IN DUBAI DOES NOT REVEAL PRESENCE 
OF REINFORCED DECK PLATING INSTALLED TO ACCOMODATE 
LARGER CREW SERVED WEAPONS. EMBASSY AGREES, HOWEVER, 

WITH DEPARTMENT OBSERVATION THAT DUBAI POLICE COULD 
VERY EASILY RETROFIT WITH EUROPEAN ARMAMENT. 

3. EARLIER IN YEAR TWO DUBAI POLICE OFFIERS TRAVELED 
TO NEW ORLEANS TO VISIT SWIFT BOATS. SUSPECT ORDER 
FOR TWO ADDITIONAL PATROL CRAFT DIRECT RESULT OF THIS 
ZEEAXWKRU85 IN SUM EMBASSY CAN SEE NO OBJECTION TO ISSUANCE OF 
EXPORT LICENSE TO SWIFTSHIPS INC. IT STRIKES US AS A 

GOOD COMMERCIAL SALE FITTING LEGITIMATE NEED IN THE 
CONTEXT OF CURRENT STATE OF UAE FEDERAL STRUCTURE. 

DICKMAN 
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